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The Coroner said this was the first t ime in Eng- 
land that death had been proved to be due to ferro~ 
silicon, and he hoped it wonld have the effect of 
preventing so dreadful a substance being carried 
in ships used for passengers. 

The jury returned a verdict that the deceased 
died froin inhaling poisonous gases, but they 
exonerated the ship's officers from blame. 

APPOINTMENTS.  

GERALD F. BIRD, M.B. Cantab., has been appointed 
Medical Officer of Health of the Borough of Godalming, 
Surrey. 

ARTHU ~, LEeHE, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Edin., has been 
re-appointed Medical Officer of Health of Axbridge 
(Somerset.) 

P. T. ToLPuww, L.R.C.P. and S. Edin., L.F.P.S. Clas., 
has been appointed Medical Officer of Health to the 
Neyland U.D.C. 

F. D. CLEW, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., has been appointed 
Medical Officer of Health to the Higham Ferrers Town 
Council. 

D. G. DYKES, M.B., has been appointed Medical 
Officer of Health to the Martley R.D. 

E. R. F. MAsoN, L.R.C.S., L.R:C.P. Edin., has been 
appointed Medical Officer of Health to the Gomersall 
R.D. 

CT. CLARK TROTTER, M.B. Edin., D.P.H. Aber., has 
been appointed Medical Officer of Health to the Burgh 
of Paisley. 

J. D. WELLS, M.B., Ch.B. Edin., has been appointed 
Medical Officer of Health to the Billericay U.D. 

BEaR~" CECIL, L.R.C.P. and S. Edin., has been 
appointed Assistant Medical Officer for Schools to the 
County Borough of Wigan. 

I-IENRY HERD, M.B., Ch.B. Edin., has been appointed 
Assistant School Medical Officer to the Manchester 
Educatio~ Committee. 

R. BURNET, M.B., D.P.H., has been appointed Medical 
Officer of Health to the Borough of Bury. 

E. F. M. HEAVE, M.D. Edin., has been appointed 
Medical Inspector of School Children to the Manchester 
Education Committee. 

W. CRAm, M.B., C.M. Glas., has been appointed 
Medical Officer of Health to the Thurnscoe U.D. 

MEYRIeK--JONES, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., has been appointed 
Medical Officer of Health to the Charlton King's U.D. 

J. W. G. MYLER, M.D. Brux., F.R.C.S. Eng., L.R.C.P. 
Loud., D.P.H. Lond., has been appointed Medical 
Inspector of Schools to the Rhondda (Glam.) Education 
Committee. 

KISSING THE Boo~:.----On February 1st the Mayor 
of Salisbury, at the City Petty Sessions, announced 
that the custom of kissing the Book was to be 
discontinued in t h e  Court,  and that the Scotch 
form of administering the oath to witnesses would 
supersede it. The Mayor said the decision had 
been arrived at by the Bench in consultation with 
the Watch Committee and the Medical Otticers. 
The new form of oath would be administered to 
the police and other official witnesses, and as 
many other persons as could be persuaded to 
~ake it. 

REVIEWS.  
GOODALL and WASHROURN'S Manual of Infectious 

Diseases. :Second Edition, revised by E. W. 
Goodatl, M.D. Pp. XII. and 426. Price 
14s. net. H . K .  Lewis. 

The twelve years that have elapsed since the 
appearance of the first edition of this book have 
witnessed considerable advances in the knowledge 
of i~ffectious di'seases, and Dr. Goodall in preparing 
the second edition has found it necessary to make 
many changes both in subject-matter and in 
arrangement.  The book has been thoroughly 
revised, a very large amount of new information has 
been added, and the result is that the second edition 
is practically a new book. Among the chief addi- 
tions are three new chapters on glanders,  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis and plague, and an admirable 
series of photographs il lustrating important diag- 
nostic features in the rashes of the chief diseases. 
There has been b u t  little increase in bulk, the 
mlmber  of additional pages being only fifty-eight, 
and the book is still convenient to handle ; but  a 
great deal more subject-matter has been got into 
each page. The epidemiology of the diseases has 
been more fully treated than in the first edition, 
and the value of the book, particularly for the 
public health worker, has thereby been considerably 
enhanced, while more detailed information has 
been given on the important subject of diagnosis. 

I)r. Goodall has read widely in the literature of 
his subject, but in most of the diseases he describes, 
he writes chiefly of his own experience. He has 
formed definite opinions which, though avoiding 
dogmatism, he is not afraid of stating. In the 
treatment of laryngeal diphtheria, he prefers intuba- 
tlon to t racheotomy--at  all events in hospital prac- 
t i c e - a n d  he gives an excellent description of the 
former operation. He diso, pproves of t he  use of 
antitoxin as a prophylactic measure against diph- 
theria, and thinks it should be strictly limited to 
"cases  where the risk of infection has been very 
great, or where the removal of those affected by 
diphtheria, and of those apparently healthy in- 
dividuals, from whose fauces the bacilli have been 
obtained, has failed to stop an outbreak in a chil- 
dren's institution." He is of course fully convinced 
of its therapeutic value, and is of opinion that i t  
should be given to any patient who is suffering from 
diphtheria, however slight. In the dietetic treat- 
ment of typhoid fever the author observes a wise 
conservatism. While the temperature is above 
normal, he relies ahnost entirely on milk, and he 
evidently has a poor opinion of the " feeding  up '! 
methods advocated by some modern clinicians. 

The book is interesting to read, but its chief 
merit  is its practical usefulness. I t  is what a medi- 
cal text-book ought to b e - - a  thoroughly seviceable 
tool. It  gives the right kind of information and 
gives it in the r ight  way. I t  is, in short, the best 
book on infectious diseases in English. To the 
medical officer of health the appearance of this 
edition is particularly welcome; but no doctor, 
whatever his special work may be, can afford to 
neglect infectious disease; and every doctor who 
wishes to keep his knowledge up to modern re- 
quirements will do well to add the second edition Of 
"Goodall  and Washbourn"  to his !ibrar¥. 


